Indicators of Snow Leopard
Activity

How to distinguish them from other
animais




Track Theory Concepts
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Main aspects of tracks on snow

Distinguishing pugmarks from front and rear
paws, using the example of canines (wolf)

Drawings of sets of tracks — running (gait)
and movement tempo

Distinguishing male and female pugmarks




<= Malin aspects of pugmarks on snow

Direction of animal’s movement
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Photo. Front paw of a wolf

Plantar pad hollow




Differences between pugmarks made by

front and rear paws (wolf)
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Pugmark sets by gait and tempo of animal’s

movement
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Fast walk or strong trot
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As tempo increases:

1. Location of front and rear pugmarks$
relative to each other varies

2. Length of stride increases L.

3. Width of pugmark path decreases D.
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Slow walk Faster walk or trot
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Pugmark sets relative to stride (gait) and tempo
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of animal movement

Wolf tracks while “jumping” (gallop or lope) :

Pugmarks of rear paws are located in front of pugmarks of front paws
All four paws’ pugmarks taken together resemble a trapezoid.

The faster the gallop, the more elongated the trapezoid.

When the animal’s leading leg changes, the trapezoid may be right or
left-facing.




Differences between male and female prints

4

Maral deer male & female prints
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Front of male prints are turned out,
female prints are turned in
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D - a _Male tracks are wider than female, D>D:
D1~
Male stride is longer L>L,
a ° Print itself is larger in male than female
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Snow leopard p

Front paw

aw conformation

Rear paw
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Snow leopard paw conformation
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Y B3pocnbix ocobei
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*OTneYyaTKkv nan AeTeHbIei u |
NONYBApOCNLIX DapcoB Menbye,
KOHUbI NanbUeB BLIrNAAAT Gonee
3a0CTPEHHBIMM, NATKa - bonee
TPeyronbHof

Puc. 4-10

B oTnuunm ot ncoBbIX NATKa nanbl upoéuca nmeet

ABe nepeaHux gonu (y Borika ogHa nepeaHAA aons)

M Tpu 3aaHuX. Popma NATKU NPUONMXKEeHa K Tpaneuuun, a He
TpeyrosribHasl, KaKk y NCOBbIX.

3agHAA nATKa bonee y3kas, YemMm nepeaHsaNa n bonee
BbITAHYTa B AJNIMHY. 3aAHUe Aonu pe3ko BbliaensatTca. OHu
pa3gerneHbl CKMnagkamMu Aoxoaswmmm Ao cepeauHbl
NATOYHOro MSAKULUA.

Ha cnepge xopolwo 3aMeTHbI F[PeOHM OT 3TUX CKNaaoK.

XapaktepHasi 0cOGeHHOCTb criefa npouca (Kak n gpyrux
npeacraBuTenen ceMemcTBa Kolwwavbux) - OTCyTCTBUE
oTrneyvyaTkoB Korrten. TonbKo B peakux cny4yaax (npum
npoxoae NO HACTOBOMY CKITOHY UINu nbAay) 6apc BbinyckaeT
KOITH.
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Snow leopard pugmarks vary by snow depth
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bals) oD When moving in light snow (3 — 5 cm deep)

a snow leopard overtracks its rear paw
past its front paw.
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When moving in deep snow (5 cm +), tracks
completely overlap and the rear paw steps
exactly into the front paw'’s print.

Fig
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Which animal prints can be

confused with snow leopard

tracks in the Altai-Sayan
Mountains?
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P. uncia
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L. lynx




Wolverine
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Wolverine tracks are often confused with snow leopard tracks

SeXChiyHYasaX, Korga 9TOT 3BEPb nOeT tharomw (i
ar ¢ HebonbLLINMK NPLRKKAMK) MO MENKOMY CHErY, Harnpumep nNo NpmMnopoLLEHHOMY
bAYy PEKN U HacTy. B pesynbrate o4eHb YaCcTO HE OTNEYaTbIBAOTCS KOITU, NATHIN
aney n 3ansiCTHbIN MAKULW.Cneg pocomMaxm MOXeET ObITb O4EHb KPYMHBIM, NO3TOMY
acTo OoTrnevyaTKu nan pocomMmaxm npuHMMatoT 3a cren upouca. Ha 6ornee rnmybokom

HElry ABCTBEHHO IMPOABJIAIOTCA Cliebl KOrTen, NATOro nanbua n «NSTKM» 1N oLMOUTLCS
€BO3MOXHO.

I TO TITPOVICXOLV DUBIMHO B

In photo:

Wolverine front paw print on
barely powdery snow over
river ice.

Claws, fifth toe, and the
“heel” left no iImprint!




Wolverine tracks on light snow
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May not leave tracks

00

<€

V( Pay attention to:

- W
-
@
P>

Concave “heel”

Short stride:
L= 20-30 cm (Snow leopard paw

—~ width averages 40 — 45 cm)
O Prints of claws, fifth toe, and

heek pad
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Figure 4-8. Measuring a snow leopard scrape and classifying scrape sites.
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Bua cnepeaun

WupuHa
noMeueHHoro obeKTa

MeTka (NATHO He
BCcerfa BUAHO)

MakcumaneHoe
paccTtosiHue
METKMU OT 3&MMNH

nOBerHOCTb 3eMnu

Bug c60Ky

OnuHa nomMeYveHHoro obbeKkTa

naxy4ei mMeTKH

Hanbonbwasn BeicoTa
naxyqeﬁ METKHW OT 3EMINMU

7 Bug cBepxy

73N
PaccTtoaHue go *

Gnuxaiiwero nockpeba SKeno3nyusa naxydeid MeTKK

(HanpaBneHne OTHOCUTENBHO
CTpaH cBeTa)
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Where to seek scrapes and other signs of snow leopard
B nepByto ovepenb Heobxoamm nposeapél{i:\)lz%§/|¢s rpuBLl U TPEOHN, coeanHsioLLne

BEPLUNHBI,
NOOHOXWSA CKarnbHbIX MAacCUBOB, Y3Kue yulenbs, bonblime 0gMHOYHbIE KaMHW Y CKITOHOB
nB

OONMHax pek.

He Hago nckatb NocKpebbl Ha cKanbHbIX IPEBHAX, rae HeT cybcTpaTa (WwebeHb,
KaMeHb, FPYHT)

n3 KoToporo 6apc mor 6bl caenaTtb 3TN TeppUTOPUArbHbIE METKM.

CBoun MeTKM Bapc oCTaBseT Ha NyTax ooLwero rnosib3oBaHus, u (Uin) y XopoLuo
3aMeTHbIX

OPUEHTUPOB.
Sites of likely locations to find snow leopard scrapes




(Measuring snow leopard pugmarks)

Stride length*

Trail width

Pugmark width

Pugmark length

Heel width*

Heel length

Toe width

Toe length

* - most important measurement indicators
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How to document identification of a snow leopard
occurrence

Measure animal prints (required: stride length and print width). Indicate which
paw is being measured (for ex.: left front).

When other evidence of snow leopard activity is found (scrape, scent marking)
also make the required measurements.

Record date of find, name of person making find, and GPS coordinates of find
or indicate the exact location on a map.

If possible — photograph the tracks or site (scrape, scent marking). Use a ruler
to indicate scale (or another item with known measurements — matchbox, for
example). Photograph both the individual pugmark as well as the set of tracks.

Send the information via email to:
argaliec@yandex.ru (Spitsyn S.V.); or cvd4d@yandex.ru (Shumilov V.D.).



mailto:argaliec@yandex.ru
mailto:cvd4@yandex.ru

Thank you for your attention!




